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IRRIGATION DISTRICTS CONTROLLING INTERNATIONAL 
WATER SYSTEMS. 
A ... mbly Constitutional Amendment 84 amending section 31 of article IV. 
Present section unchanged. but proviso added authorizing irrigation districts. for purpo~e (>. 
acquirinC control of any entire international water system situated partly in l"nited States nnd 
partly in {oreip country, and necessary for its use and purposes, to acquire. in manner author-
ized by law, the stock of any foreign corporation which owns or holds title to tbe part thereof situ-
ated in a foreip countr7. 
A_bly Constitutional Amendment No. 84, a 
rellOlution to propoee to the people ot the State 
of California an amendment to the Constitu-
tion ot the State of California by amending 
section 31 ot article IV (4), relating to irriga-
tion di8tr1ctll. 
The legl8lature ot the State ot California at Its 
"egular _8ion commencing on the 6th day ot 
January, in the year one thousand nine hundred 
.,nd thirteen. two thirds ot all the members 
- iected to each of the two houses of sald legisla-
:llre voting in favor thereot, hereby proposes to 
the Qualitled electors ot the State ot Calltornla. 
-he following amendment to tCle Constitution of 
,;,e State of California so that section 31 of art-
'cle IV of said constitution shall read as tollows: 
PROPOSED LA. w. 
Section 31. The legislature shall have no power 
to give or to lend, or to authorize the giving or 
lending, ot the credit of the state, or ot any 
'county, city and county. city, township. or other 
political corporation or subdivision of the state 
now existing, or that may be hereatter estab-
lished, in aid of or to any person. association, or 
~orporatlon. whether municipal or otherwise, or 
to pledge the credit thereot, in any manner what-
ever. for the payment of the liabilities of any 
individual. llSlIOCiation. muniCipal or other cor-
poration whatever; nor shall It hav~ power to 
malte any gift, or authorIze the makmg of any 
gift, ot any public money or thing of value to 
any Individual. municipal or other corporation 
whatever; provided, that nothing in this section 
shall prevent the legislature gran:lng aid pursu-
ant to section twenty-two ot this article; and It 
shall not have power to authorize the state or 
any political subdivision thereot, to subscribe for 
stock. or to become a stockholder In any corpora-
tion shall prevent the legl.lature granting aid 
purtluant to aectlon tw.nty-two of thl. article; 
and It shall not have po_ to authorize the 
stat.. 0" any political subdlviaion th.reof, to 
aub8crlbe for stock, or to become a .tockhold.r 
In any co .. poratlon what.ver; provided. furth .... 
that Irrigation dlst .. lct8 for the purpoa. of ac-
quiring the control of any entire intematlonal 
water syatem neceaaary for its us. and "ur-
po .... a part of which is situated In the United 
States, and a part th .... of In a foreign country. 
may In the manner authorized by law, a~ui~. 
the stock of any fo ... ign cOl"!)Oratlon which IS 
the owner of, or which hold. the title to the 
part of such .ystem situated in a foreign country. 
Section 31, article IV, propollEc"d to be amende.:l. 
now reads as tollows: 
EXlSTLVG LA. W. 
Section 31. The legislature 'hall hay" 
power to gi\'e or to lend. 'Jr Tn authorlz,' ti! . £:"1" 
ing or lending. ot' the C'rptiit (If t!1e ~Lll~. " 
any county. city and conunty. ciTS, t(,wn~i1:r" 
other political corporation nr F:uodh-i5ii)n n 
state now existing. or that may he j"!;:.rf'1!t~'· '" 
tabllshed. in aid of or TO anv pf>r~~)n. a~~!J' I::!! 
or corporation. wh~ther munid"c.l 'Jr .)u,,·: ',-, 
or to pledge the credit there-qi 1'\ any i:"l!:-
whatever. for the pa~'1Tlent or t:~e iiabilitit='!-' 
any individual. n.sso('iation. :r!t1nieip:li n!'" . \~:'­
(~orporation whatEver: ;lor :-:hail :: !. 'l Vt"' f"-'-"-" 
to make any gift. or authorize thf' m:ll<in~ ,.t ,. 
gift. of any public money ,)r tl.in~ .)[ ,." 'W'o ,., 
any individual. municipal or other (·orpora,;.", 
'whatever: provided. that nothing- In this ~t-'('{ill:1 
shall prevent the legtslature granting aid pur'u-
ant to section twenty-two of thi~ articl~: ~lnd ;t 
shall not have POW"I" to authorize th" etate. "" 
any political subdivision thereOf, to subscribe for 
stock. or to become a stockholder in any corpora-
tion whate11er. 
ARGUMENT IN FAVOR OF ASSEMBLY CON-
STITUTIONAL AMENDMENT NO. 24. 
The amendment consists In adding the proviso 
that Irrigation districts may own stock in a i0r-
eign corporation 'where sucn ownership is neces-
sary to acqUire control of any ':1ternation-
water system. This amendment alrects only lr 
perlal Irrigation District. The canal system I 
which water is furnished to this community. 
owing to the conftguration ot the country. Ins 
Its heading on the Colorado river in California. 
runs thence for forty miles through :lic'{ieo and 
then back into the Gnited States. furnishing 
water for irrigation ot five hundred thousand 
acres in Imperial county. Xeither:In irrigation 
district nor an American corporation can own a 
canal in that part of llexico. In order to con-
trol this canal. which Is absolutelv necessary. th" 
ownership ot the portion in lIex!co must rest in 
a ~Iexlcan corporal ion and the irriga tion district 
must be permitted to own the stock in the i\IE'xi-
can corporation. which is forbidden as our consti-
tution stands without the amendment. The ont'-
elrect of the amendment is to permit the Imperial 
people to control their own water system in spIte 
of the International complications involved. Other 
communities are neither interested nor atTectea. 
H. W. :IIOORHOCSE. 
Assemblyman Seventy-eighth District. 
VALUATION OF CONDEMNED PUBLIC UTILITIES BY 
RATT.ROAD COMMISSION. 
A_btl' Constitutional Amendment Y3 adding section 23a to article XII of constitution. 
Authorizes railroad coJDIDia8ion to exercise snch powpr as shall be conferred upon it hy le2:is-
lature to fix compensation paid for property of public utility condemned by state. county. munici-
pality or municipal water district: d~l~res right of le~la~re to ~f~r such powe~ upon rail-
road commiBsion to be plenary and unhmlted by any constitutIOnal proV1slon: and L'onttrms all acts 
of legislature in accordance herewith heretofore adopted. 
AUembly Constitutional AmeDdment No. 87. a The legiala.tuTe ot the State ot Calltornla at its 
rellOlution to propoee to the people ot the regular session commencing on the 6th day at 
State ot California an amendment ot the January, 1913, two thirds of all ot the members 
Constitution ot the State of California by elected to each of the two houses of the said lel<'-
addln« a new section to art.lcle XII thereot. Islature voting in tavor thereof, hereby propos' 
to be Dumbend section 23a.. In relation to the an amendment to the Constitution of the St~ 
power ot the railroad commiBBlon to fix the . 
J st compeuaaUon to be paid tor the taking of California by addJn« a new section to arUe 
o~ any property of any public utUltlea In XII thereot to be numbered section 113a ot article 
eminent domain proceedJngs. xu, to read as follows: 
~-.\s 
